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This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.378(c), filed September 22, 2008, to accept the 
unintentionally delayed payment of a maintenance fee for the above-identified patent. 

The petition is GRANTED. 

This patent expired at midnight on June 15, 2008 for failure to pay the three and one-half year 
maintenance fee. Since this petition was submitted within twenty-four months after the six- 
month grace period provided in 37 CFR 1.362(e), the petition was timely filed under the 
provisions of 37 CFR 1.378(c). 

The maintenance fee is hereby accepted and the above-identified patent is reinstated as of the 
mail date of this decision. 

It is not apparent whether the person signing the statement of unintentional delay was in a 
position to have firsthand or direct knowledge of the facts and circumstances of the delay at 
issue. Nevertheless, such statement is being treated as having been made as the result of a 
reasonable inquiry into the facts and circumstances of such delay. In the event that such an 
inquiry has not been made, petitioner must make such an inquiry. If such inquiry results in the 
discovery that the delay in paying the maintenance fee under 37 CFR 1 .378(c) was intentional, 
petitioner must notify the Office. 

There is no indication that the person signing the petition was ever given a power of attorney to 
prosecute the application. If the person signing the petition desires to receive future 
correspondence regarding this application, the appropriate power of attorney document must be 
submitted. While a courtesy copy of this decision is being mailed to the person signing the 
petition, all future correspondence will be directed to the address currently of record until 
appropriate instructions are received. 
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Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to Tredelle Jackson at (571) 272- 
2783. 


Ramesh Krishnamurthy /I 
Petitions Examiner " 
Office of Petitions 


cc: BRIAN R. MORRISON 

900 SECOND AVENUE SOUTH, SUITE 1400 
MINNEAPOLIS MN 55402-3319 
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PETITION TO ACCEPT UNIN TENTIONALLY DELAYED PAYMENT OP 
MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(c)) 


Dodtet Number (Optional) i 
S697.12-0051 1 


Mail to; Mall Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450 
Fax: (571) 273-8300 

NOTE: If Information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Petitions Information 
at (571) 27^232. 


RECEIVgD 

CENTRAL PAX GBnf 1ft 


SEP 2 2!2fe08 


Patent No. B.749.414 


.Application Numher 09/545.566 


Issue Date Juns 15. 2Pfl&. 


. Ring Dat e April 30. 2001 


01 FC:255 

02 FC:1554 


CAUTION: Wfcalntenance fee (and surcharge, tf any) payment must correctty identify: (1 ) the patent 
number (or reissue patent number, if a reissue) and (2) the application number of the 
actual U.S. application (or reissue appflcatton) leading to issuance of that patent to 
ensure the fee(s) is/are associated with the correct patent 37 CFR 1 .366(c) and (d). 


Also complete the following Information, if applicable 
The above - Identified patent 


□ 
□ 


is a reissue of original Patent No. 

original application number 

oriflinal fiBng date 


original Issue date ; . 


resulted from the entry into the U.S. under 35 U.S.C. 371 of international 
application . filed on 


09/25/200 ! DliLEN 00000019 6749414 


465.00 OP 
1640.00 OP 


RECEIVED i 

SEP 3 0 2008 . 1 
0FF/CE OF PErmowsl 
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TKs collodion of Woimatfon Is required by 37 CFR i.378(cj. The informs bon is required to obtain or retain g benefit by the pubflc whfcn b K) file (end by the , | 
USPTO to process) an appdcsttcn. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.1 1 end 1.14, This collection is estimated » lake 1 hour to complete, 
including oatnering, procuring, end submitting the completed application form to tne USPTO. Time wiD vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the ChleJ Information Officer, US. Patent end 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Cornmaroe. P.O. Ben 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-146D. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. 3 BHD TO: Me« Stop Redd on, Commissioner for Patents, PjO. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2&13-1450. 

ffyou need assistance in completing the form, caff 1-800^70-9199 and setect option Z i 
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